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Obituary 
Jean-Pierre Ebel in memoriam 
Readers who were in their teens at the end of World 
War II are likely to remember many incidents which 
demonstrated that the new generation wanted to over- 
come the antagonism between France and Germany 
and unify Europe. The destruction of some barriers on 
the frontier between France and the still oec~pied Ger- 
many by young people of both countries was one such 
example. We do not know whether LP. Ebel was among 
these youths, but he certainly shared their (and our) 
deep belief that reconciliation between France and Ger- 
many had to preeeed European Unity. His belief in 
Europe was woven into the fabric of his life. He knew 
that our neighbour's language should not be viewed as 
a barrier, but must instead be seen as a vehicle to access 
their culture. His bi-lingual background was a decisive 
factor in his European spirit, a spirit that is, perhaps, 
more significant when considered with the fact that he 
knew the German camps from the inside during World 
War II. 
For Jean-Pierre Ebel Biochemistry and Europeap, sol- 
idarity had no fi'ontiers. He was, for many years, the 
French representative of the FEBS Council President of 
the FEBS from 1975-77, and a member of several Euro- 
pean and international organizations. Fie was among 
the first Editors of our Journal. There is no doubt that 
without him the FEBS (and our Journal also) would not 
have been what they arc - -  vehicles to overcome politi- 
cal, and in some cases, economic differences and barri- 
ers among European and non-European countries. 
Jean-Pierre Ebel was born in Bischwiller (France) in 
1920. He did his pharmaceutical studies in Strasbourg 
and Clermont-Ferrand where the Strasbourg University 
retreated uring the war. He presented his PhD at the 
Faculty of Sciences in 1951 on the chemistry and bio- 
chemistry of inorganic polyphosphates. After postdoc- 
toral studies at the Coll6ge de France in Paris in the 
laboratory of Professor Faur6-Fremiet, he became Pro- 
fessor of/3iochemistry at the Faculty of Pharmacy in 
Strasbourg in 1955. There he began to build a labora- 
tory of Biochemistry which specialized in the field of 
RNAs. In 1961 he moved with his group to the Faculty 
of Sciences in Strasbourg. The most remarkable results 
of his group were in the field of the E. coli ribosome and 
the interaction~ between tRNAs and aminoacyl-tRNA 
synthetases. His team was the first in the world to deter- 
mine the structure of a ribosomal RNA. In 1973 Jean- 
Pierre Ebel created, together with Professor Lt~on Hirt, 
the Institute of Molecular and Cellular Biology (IBMC) 
of the CNRS (National Center for Scientific Research) 
in Strasbourg which brought ogether Biochemistry, Bi- 
ophysics0 Crystallography, Genetics, lmmunoehemistry 
and Plant Virology r¢~earch laboratories which had pre- 
viously been located in different parts of Strasbourg. 
The proximity of these groups led to very fruitful collab- 
orations, particularly between Biochemistry and Crys- 
tallography, which culminated recently in the determi- 
nation of the structure of the complex of yeast aspartyl- 
tRNA ~ynthetase with its cognate tRNA A~p. The re- 
search interests of his laboratory broadened at IBMC 
and original and important results were obtained in the 
fields of regulation of protein synthesis, tructural char- 
acteristics of messenger RNA, of small nuclear RNAs, 
and of tRNA-like structures inviral RNAs, in the devel- 
opment of Xenopus laevis, the role of glueoeorticoids, 
etc. Jean-Pierre Eb¢l had very fruitful collaborations 
not only with French laboratories but with laboratories 
all over the world. He was a Member of the French, the 
Russian, the Ukrainian and the Polish Academies of 
Sciences, Dr. HonorB Cause of the University of 
Poznan, President of the EMBO Conference (1978- 
1982), and Member of the Board of Governors and the 
Scientific Committee of the Weizmann Institute of Sci- 
ence in Rehovot (Israel). At the end of 1991, the CNRS 
and the CEA (Commissariat / l'Energie Atomique) 
asked J.P. Ebel to become the Director and develop a 
new Institute of Structural Biology in Grenoble. Unfor- 
tunately his sudden death prevented him from finishing 
this task. 
Professor Ebel will remain a model of dynamism and 
scientific authority for the numerous scientists and pro- 
lessors he trained and encouraged. His sense of human 
contact, his dedication to research and his excellence in
teaching were universally appreciated. His sudden death 
represents a tremendous loss for his wife, his five chil- 
dren and the numerous friends he l~ad in the interna- 
tional, and particularly European, Bi,.,ehemical commu- 
atty. 
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